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Less than two years after her arrival in Hong Kong, British
fund manager Lucy Sutro realised she didn’t want to leave,
and set about buying a home. 

It didn’t take her long to decide on a 1,600 sq ft walk-up 
in a leafy corner of Pok Fu Lam, the sixth property she 
looked at.

“I try to avoid what I call that ‘washing powder moment’,”
she says, “where you’re standing in the supermarket in front
of 500 kinds of washing powder, all pretty much the same.
You can’t remember what you bought last time so you spend
ages trying to decide which one to buy. I’d rather go for the
first option that is good enough. 

“As soon as I walked in, even though it wasn’t exactly what
I wanted, I could see straight away that it had good propor-
tions – high ceilings and great windows – and that it was a
sensible flat,” Sutro says. 

The ensuing renovation was her second collaboration with
interior designer Lucie McCullough, who had worked on her
rented home, on The Peak. This time, with the property being

Sutro’s, the pair had the freedom to make some major
changes, which included converting a third bedroom into
an extension off the main living area – part book-lined
study and part cosy lounge – and replacing the windows
and patio doors with bi-fold ones, which open up the living
area and master bedroom to expansive green views.

The kitchen, which Sutro considers “my biggest extra-
vagance”, has also been expanded and now benefits from
a large window facing mountain greenery. Removing the
door and the top half of the adjoining wall has opened the
kitchen to the dining area, allowing Sutro to chat with
friends while cooking.

Many of Sutro’s furnishings have been successfully
transplanted from The Peak to her new home, as have 
her art collection and family photographs. Classic 
white furniture – with touches of silver and crystal –
complements the bright, airy interior, which is pre-
dominantly European in style but with carefully selected
Asian accents. 

Lighter shades of pale
A homebuyer
immediately saw the
potential of a Pok Fu
Lam apartment and was
rewarded with a bright
and airy space that has
expansive views.
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“I think it’s important to have everything light in
a place like Hong Kong, where it can get so hot,”
says McCullough. In addition to the white fur-
nishings, the designer has employed a number
of mirrors and other reflective surfaces, to
increase the feeling of depth as well as boost 
the brightness. 

“The flat is very much a work in progress,”
says Sutro. “It’s not a hotel project – it’s my
actual home. So it must be organic and I must 
be able to carry on bringing in stuff from, say
Bangkok, or wherever else I go.”

“I think one of the reasons we worked so well
together is that we’re both mad travellers,” says
McCullough. “I totally understand this picking up
of what some people might call rubbish while on
your travels and I appreciate it.”

Light up Interior designer Lucie
McCullough (tel: 6409 3434; www.
luciemccullough.com) created an
eye-catching alternative to bulky
bedside lamps in her client’s bed-
room. Pendant lamps (HK$1,960 
for the pair) from Modern Lighting
(206 Lockhart Road, Wan Chai, tel:
2877 8228) are suspended from the
ceiling, leaving the bedside tables
free for books and other uses.

Tried + tested

sourced through designer Lucie McCullough (tel:
6409 3434; www.luciemccullough.com) for
HK$750. The chinaware cost about HK$4,000 for
a 12-piece set from Lee Fung China Ware (18
Shelley Street, Central, tel: 2524 0630). The
chairs are part of a set of 10, bought from MK &
Co (123 Queen’s Road East, tel: 2527 2340) for
HK$7,600. A dark sideboard cabinet (HK$4,500
from a shop in Macau that has since closed) and
a painting of a Tibetan boy (price upon request;
sourced on the mainland by McCullough) give the
room a distinctly Asian feel.

5 The open kitchen is fitted with cabinetry and 
a Corian countertop costing HK$110,000 in total
from Meister (361 Lockhart Road, tel: 2828 3418).
The bar stool came from Kai Ngai Furniture (328
Lockhart Road, tel: 2572 3739) and cost HK$1,680.
The crystal wine decanter was from Rare and Fine
Wines (price upon request; shop L6, Bank of East
Asia Building, 10 Des Voeux Road, Central, tel:
2522 9797). 

6 Facing the room-wide windows is a bed
(HK$14,000) dressed in white linens 

(HK$2,500 per set) and a fur throw, all sourced
through McCullough. The three boxes at the foot
of the bed were found in various shops in Macau
and cost about HK$3,300 in total.

7 The en-suite bathroom is separated from the
master bedroom by a darkened glass wall over-
laid with a bold white pattern, made by King
Power Engineering (313 Lockhart Road, tel: 2303
0522) for HK$5,000. Behind the glass partition 
is a Chinese cabinet, which cost HK$4,000,
including shipping, from Zhonghua Rui (No 11,

Yonger Industrial District, Zhuhai, tel: 86 760
8633 0692). The cabinet is topped with a long
black basin sourced through McCullough. 

8 In a fun twist on mirrored walls, the huge
shower cubicle at the far end of the master
bathroom is completely surfaced with mirror
mosaic tiles, creating warped reflections and
making the most of the bathroom’s limited 
light. The shower fixtures were sourced from
Shun Lee Building Materials (244 Lockhart Road,
tel: 2478 2023).
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